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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is : 



distri 



method for searching for information within a 
buted data processing system, the method 



com^ising: ^^^(i^- ^^1 ^^^C^ 

obtaining a list of one or more keywords from a 
search \auery entered by a user of a first peer node; 

sen^iing a rating request message comprising the list 
of one mot-e keywords to a server; 

receiVing a rating response message comprising a 
list of nodoy^ identifiers from the server; and 

initiatiiag a peer-to-peer search from the first peer 
node by sendina a search query message to a plurality of 
peer nodes, wher>ein the Search query message comprises 
the search query, \and wherein the plurality of peer nodes 
includes at least one peer node identified in the list of 
node identifiers fro\n the server. 

2. The method of claiV 1 further comprising: 

receiving from a seoiond peer node a search result 

message for the peer- to-pe^er search comprising a node 

identifier for the second peer node; and 

retrieving from the second peer node a file 

identified by the search resuJkt message. 
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The method of claim 2 further comprising: 
capturing a node identifier for the second peer node 
fromSwhich the file was retrieved; and 

st>^ing at the first peer node the node identifier 
in associ^ation with the list of one or more keywords. 

4. The metjaod of claim 3 further comprising: 
generating client rating information at the first 

peer node, wheisein the client rating information 
comprises data relating one or more keywords and one or 
more captured nod^ identifiers; and 

sending the crdent rating information to the server. 

\ 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the client rating 
information comprises data relating file usage statistics 
for the retrieved file and one or more captured node 
identifiers , 




6. The method of claim 3 mrther comprising: 
capturing file usage statistics for the retrieved 

file; and \ 

storing at the first peer node the file usage 
statistics in association with the list of one or more 
keywords . 

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising 
registering the first peer node with the server, 



8. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving a rating module from the server; and 
installing the rating module on firstXpeer node. 
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9. Th^ method of claim 8 wherein the rating module is 
installed as part of a process of registering the first 
peer nodeVwith the server. 



10 
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0. A method for facilitating a search for information 
within a distributed data processing system, the method 



comprising : 

^receiving at a server a rating request message 
comprising a list of one more keywords from a peer node; 
sear^ching a rating database for matching keywords; 
retrieving a list of one or more node identifiers 
for peer nooses in a peer-to-peer network that are 
associated wi\:h the matching keywords; and 

sending ta the peer node a rating response message 
comprising the Mst of node identifiers. 



11. The method of\claim 10 further comprising: 

receiving client rating information from the peer 
15 node ; and 

indexing the cli^t rating information from the peer 
node with client rating^ information from additional peer 
nodes into the rating database. 

20 12. The method of claim l\) further comprising: 

initiating a financial\ transaction for a user or an 
owner of the peer node in re>sponse to accepting a request 
to access the rating database 

25 13. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
registering the peer node an the server. 



30 



14. The method of claim 13 f urthe A comprising : 

downloading a rating module to ^the peer node, 
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The method of claim 13 further comprising: 
identifying the registered peer node as a 
subs^bxibing peer node, wherein a subscribing peer node 
receivers access to the rating database for a periodic 
fee ■ 



10 



16. The metnod of claim 13 further comprising: 

identifyotog the registered peer node as a rating 
peer node, wher^ein a rating peer node is allowed to 
submit client rating information to the server. 



15 



17. The method ofXclaim 16 further comprising: 
providing the rating peer node with access to the 

rating database for no fee. 

18. The method of claMi 16 further comprising: 
providing the rating peer node with access to the 

rating database for a predetermined fee. 
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IS, An apparatus for searching for information within a 
di\>^ributed data processing system, the apparatus 
compiiising : 



obttaining means for obtaining a list of one or more 
keywords^ f rom a search query entered by a user of a first 
peer nodeX 

first pending means for sending a rating request 
message compVising the list of one more keywords to a 
server; \ 

first receiving means for receiving a rating 
response message comprising a list of node identifiers 
from the server; \and 

initiating me^ns for initiating a peer-to-peer 
search from the finst peer node by sending a search query 
message to a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the search 
query message comprises the search query, and wherein the 
plurality of peer nodes includes at least one peer node 
identified in the list\of node identifiers from the 
server. \ 

20. The apparatus of claVm 19 further comprising: 

second receiving mean^ for receiving from a second 

peer node a search result message for the peer-to-peer 

search comprising a node identifier for the second peer 

node ; and \ 

retrieving means for retrieving from the second peer 

node a file identified by the search result message. 
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21. The apparatus of claim 2 0 further comprising: 
\ first capturing means for capturing a node 

identifier for the second peer node from which the file 

V 

was reprieved; and 

\ 

first storing means for storing at the first peer 
node the laode identifier in association with the list of 
one or more^ keywords . 

22. The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising: 
generating means for generating client rating 

information at Vhe first peer node, wherein the client 
rating information comprises data relating one or more 
keywords and one or more captured node identifiers; and 
second sending^ means for sending the client rating 
information to the server. 

23. The apparatus ofXclaim 22 wherein the client rating 
information comprises eiata relating file usage statistics 
for the retrieved file ^nd one or more captured node 
identifiers 

24. The apparatus of clai?n 21 further comprising: 
second capturing meansXfor capturing file usage 

statistics for the retrievedX f ile ; and 

second storing means for\ storing at the first peer 
node the file usage statistic^ in association with the 
list of one or more keywords. 

25. The apparatus of claim 19 fdrther comprising: 
registering means for registering the first peer 

node with the server. 
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26. "^he apparatus of claim 19 further comprising: 

tt^ird receiving means for receiving a rating module 

from the\ server; and 

instaS^ing means for installing the rating module on 

first peer node. 



27. The appainatus of claim 26 wherein the rating module 
is installed a^part of a process of registering the 
10 . first peer node with the server. 
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28V An apparatus for facilitating a search for 
information within a distributed data processing system, 
the \pparatus comprising: 

f nSrst receiving means for receiving at a server a 
rating r^^uest message comprising a list of one more 
keywords from a peer node; 

searching means for searching a rating database for 
matching keywords ; 

retrieving means for retrieving a list of one or 
more node identifiers for peer nodes in a peer-to-peer 
network that ar^ associated with the matching keywords; 
and 

sending meanA for sending to the peer node a rating 
response message comprising the list of node identifiers 

29. The apparatus oS claim 28 further comprising: 
second receivingXmeans for receiving client rating 

information from the peer node; and 

indexing means forXindexing the client rating 
information from the peer node with client rating 
information from additional peer nodes into the rating 
database 

30. The apparatus of claim \28 further comprising: 
initiating means for iniM:iating a financial 

transaction for a user or an owner of the peer node in 
response to accepting a request^ to access the rating 
database 
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The apparatus of claim 28 further comprising: 
registering means for registering the peer node at 
the "Server . 



apparatus of claim 31 further comprising: 
downlNpading means for downloading a rating module to 
the peer node. 



33. The apparatus of claim 31 further comprising: 
10 first ideAtifying means for identifying the 

registered peermode as a subscribing peer node, wherein 
a subscribing peer node receives access to the rating 
database for a periodic fee. 



15 



20 



34, The apparatus \of claim 31 further comprising: 
second identifying means for identifying the 

registered peer node\as a rating peer node, wherein a 
rating peer node is allowed to submit client rating 
information to the server, 

35, The apparatus of cl^im 34 further comprising: 
first providing means for providing the rating peer 

node with access to the rating database for no fee. 



25 36, The apparatus of claim\ 34 further comprising: 

second providing means vEor providing the rating peer 
node with access to the ratiijg database for a 
predetermined fee . 
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3\7 . A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for use within a distributed data processing 
system for searching for information, the computer 
progrWi product comprising: 
5 instructions for obtaining a list of one or more 

keywords \rom a search query entered by a user of a first 
peer node; 

instrucftdons for sending a rating request message 
comprising the^ list of one more keywords to a server; 
10 instructioVis for receiving a rating response message 

comprising a lisp of node identifiers from the server; 
and 

instructions ^or initiating a peer-to-peer search 
from the first peeA node by sending a search query 
15 message to a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the search 
query message comprises the search query, and wherein the 
plurality of peer nod^ includes at least one peer node 
identified in the list Vf node identifiers from the 
server . 

20 

38. The computer program product of claim 37 further 
comprising : 

instructions for receiving from a second peer node a 
search result message for the\ peer- to-peer search 
25 comprising a node identifier fpr the second peer node; 
and 

instructions for retrieving from the second peer 
node a file identified by the search result message 
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3|9 . The computer program product of claim 3 8 further 
comprising : 

\ instructions for capturing a node identifier for the 
second peer node from which the file was retrieved; and 
5 iXstructions for storing at the first peer node the 

node identifier in association with the list of one or 
more keywords . 

40. The computer program product of claim 39 further 
10 comprising: \ 

instructions for generating client rating 
information at Vhe first peer node, wherein the client 
ID rating information comprises data relating one or more 

?g keywords and one or more captured node identifiers; and 

15 instructions ^r sending the client rating 

1^ information to the gserver. 

W 41. The computer program product of claim 40 wherein the 

In client rating information comprises data relating file 

]^ 20 usage statistics for tnfe retrieved file and one or more 
captured node identifiers. 

42. The computer program product of claim 39 further 
comprising : \ 
25 instructions for capturang file usage statistics for 

the retrieved file; and \ 

instructions for storing\at the first peer node the 
file usage statistics in assocVation with the list of one 
or more keywords . 
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43. \ The computer program product of claim 37 further 
compM.sing : 

instructions for registering the first peer node 
with thfe server. 



44. The computer program product of claim 37 further 
comprising : 

instructi^pns for receiving a rating module from the 
server; and 

instruction^^ for installing the rating module on 
first peer node. 



45. The computer program product of claim 44 wherein the 
rating module is installed as part of a process of 
registering the f irsu peer node with the server. 
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ft6. A computer program product in a computer readable 
ir^^dium for use within a distributed data processing 
system for facilitating a search for information, the 
computer program product comprising: 

rnstructions for receiving at a server a rating 
requestX message comprising a list of one more keywords 
from a peer node; 

instVuctions for searching a rating database for 
matching Keywords ; 

instructions for retrieving a list of one or more 
node identifiers for peer nodes in a peer-to-peer network 
that are associated with the matching keywords; and 

instructions for sending to the peer node a rating 
response messaige comprising the list of node identifiers. 

47. The computer program product of claim 46 further 
comprising: \ 

instructionsV f or receiving client rating information 
from the peer nodeV and 

instructions rpr indexing the client rating 
information from the peer node with client rating 
information from additional peer nodes into the rating 
database. \ 

48. The computer program product of claim 46 further 
comprising: \ 

instructions for initiating a financial transaction 
for a user or an owner of\the peer node in response to 
accepting a request to access the rating database. 
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4^. The computer program product of claim 46 further 
comprising : 

\ instructions for registering the peer node at the 
server . 

50. The\ computer program product of claim 49 further 
comprising.: 

instriiictions for downloading a rating module to the 
peer node. \ 

51. The compuqer program product of claim 49 further 
comprising: \ 

instructions^ for identifying the registered peer 
node as a subscrihing peer node, wherein a subscribing 
peer node receives \access to the rating database for a 
periodic fee. \ 

52. The computer program product of claim 4 9 further 
comprising: \ 

instructions for identifying the registered peer 
node as a rating peer node, wherein a rating peer node is 
allowed to submit client sating information to the 
server. \ 

53. The computer program pr&duct of claim 52 further 
comprising: \ 

instructions for providing the rating peer node with 
access to the rating database rox no fee. 
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54. \ The computer program product of claim 52 further 
comprising : 

instructions for providing the rating peer node with 
access ^ the rating database for a predetermined fee. 




